BETWEEN HfiBERTISTS AND DANTONISTS

was slightly wounded. Ladmiral, taken into custody by
a passing patrol, confessed that it was Robespierre he
had originally wished to assassinate.

The second attempt was made by a girl of twenty,
Cecile Renault, who might have been inspired by the
example of Charlotte Corday. She came one evening,
towards nine, to the Duplay house and asked to see
Robespierre. Told that he was not at home, she became
angry. He was a representative of the people, she said,
and should be accessible to every one. Her behaviour
aroused suspicion, and she was taken before the Com-
mittee of General Security. When searched, she was
found in possession of two knives. Asked why she had
wanted to see Robespierre, she replied that she wished
to see what a tyrant was like, and that she preferred one
king to fifty thousand tyrants.

The effect of these attempts was, as has been said,
to increase his popularity still further. He was given
ovations at the Convention and at the Club. Former
Dantonists proposed at the Club that he be given a
bodyguard. This may have been an astute move on
their part to injure him, or a clumsy attempt to prove
that they were now Robespierrists to the core. He
declined the honour with considerable acerbity.

XII

On the 4th of June, 1794, Robespierre was elected
for the second time President of the National Assembly.
The election was unanimous. Four days later, the Feast
of the Supreme Being, decreed by the Convention, was
to take place, and his election was partly for the purpose
of enabling him to occupy on that occasion the place
rightfully due him.

On the morning of the 8th, Robespierre arose early.
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